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compounds by major industries by means of the New Source Performance Stan-
dards (NSPS), and the Act controls air quality by means of the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  Regional areas that have an air
quality better than the NAAQS are designated Prevention of Significant
Deterioration (PSD) areas and are allowed incremental increases in emis-
sions for new developments depending on the type of area (e.g., national
parks and the like).  Areas that do not meet NAAQS are required to obtain
offsets in emissions from some other source to accommodate development.

Under the Clean Water Act, various requirements must be met for a
permit to discharge wastes into bodies of water. While no specific
effluent standards have been set for such discharges from coal lique-
faction and oil shale retorting facilities, the refining of synthetic
crudes would be subject to the same standards as petroleum refining.
For dredge-and-fill operations in a navigable stream, a Section 404
permit must be obtained from the Army Corps of Engineers, with the con-
currence of the Environmental Protection Agency. Exceptions to the act
may be required for wastewater discharges in western energy-development
areas where natural waters, without the discharge of wastes, do not
meet water quality criteria.  Effluent limitations imposed on the petro-
leum industry on July 1, 1977, were based on the use of the best practi-
cable control technology currently available. Limitations on water
pollution by the industry were also affected by the Settlement Agreement
between the National Resources Defense Council and EPA (June 7, 1976)
and a U.S. Court of Appeals ruling (August 11, 1976). The settlement
agreement now covers a list of 129 priority pollutants that must be
taken into account in defining the permissible control technology.
Effluent limits have been set on cadmium, copper, cyanides, lead, mer-
cury, zinc, arsenic, nickel, silver, selenium, phenol, and chromium.

The Safe Drinking Water Act regulates the injection and reinjection
of fluids into the ground, specifying monitoring and mitigation measures
to protect groundwater systems.  Permits must be obtained for the rein-
jection of fluids into the ground in Colorado.

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act regulates the transporta-
tion, storage, and disposal of solids, semisolids, liquids, and contained
gaseous wastes from the point of generation to the point of disposal.
Under this Act, wastes with certain levels of reactivity, corrosivity,
ignitability, toxicity, radioactivity, teratogenicity , mutagenicity,
infectiousness, and phytotoxicity are to be classified and listed as haz-
ardous, requiring special transportation to and disposal at waste sites
that have EPA or state permits. Waste lubricating oil is already on a
special chemicals list and is classified as hazardous. A list of pro-
cesses generating hazardous wastes includes kerosene filter cakes, lube
oil filtration clays, slop oil emulsion solids, and API separator sludge.

The Toxic Substances Control Act deals with recordkeeping, report-
ing, production conditions, the handling of toxic substances, and the
testing of the effects of toxic substances. An inventory of all commer-
cially produced chemical compounds is now being compiled in accordance